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FAIR SCHEDULING IN BROADCAST ENVIRONMENTS 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

This invention relates generally to broadcast environments such as wired and wireless 

5     networks, multi-hop networks, etc., and more particularly to fair scheduling for data 

transmission within such environments. 

BACKGROUND ART 

Broadcast envirormients include environments in which information is transmitted from 

10    discrete originating points over a common medium, and include environments such as 

networking environments, which have become increasingly common. Networking means that 

two or more computers or computerized devices, referred to generically as nodes, are 

communicatively coupled together, so that they can exchange data, typically in the form of 

packets of data. Networking includes wired local-area-networks (LAN's), in which nodes are 

15     connected physically over relatively short distances, wireless LAN's, in which nodes 

communicate wirelessly over relatively short distances, and multi-hop networks, in which nodes 

communicate with other nodes on the network, using intermediate nodes to forward their 

messages.. 

The amoimt of data that a network can handle at a given moment in time is referred to as 

20    bandwidth. For example, the commonly knovm Ethernet network generally comes in two 

different speeds: 100 megabits-per-second (mbps) and 10 megabits-per-second (mbps). This 

means that, per second, the network is able to accommodate either 100 megabits or 10 megabits 

of data. 

An issue in broadcast environments, such as the ones described above, is determining 

25    which node gets to commtmicate at a given time. Algorithms and schemes to determine which 

node gets to communicate at a given time typically also concern themselves with fairness. 

Fairness can be defined in different ways. For example, fairness can mean that each node on the 

network has a predetermined percentage of the available bandwidth on the network over a given 

duration of time, a predetermined priority relative to the other nodes on the network, or a weight 

30    to divide the available network bandwidth relative to the other nodes. In addition, fairness can 

mean that a predefined Quahty of Service (QOS) is guaranteed for one or more given nodes on 

the network. A non-restrictive example of QOS is that a given node is guaranteed to receive x 

amount of bandwidth within y amount of time after the node requests to transmit data over the 

network. 

)OCIO: <WO_0128181A1_L> 
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Other node in the network in a direct manner. Example nodes include computers, such as that 

described in the previous section of the detailed description, as well as computerized devices, 

such as cell phones, personal digital assistant (PDA) devices, etc.; the invention is not so limited. 

Referring next to FIG. 2(c), a diagram of a wireless multi-hop network is shown. The 

network 230 includes nodes 220, 222, 224, 226 and 228. The nodes communicate with one 

another in a wireless manner, such as that described in the previous paragraph in conjimction 

with the description of a wireless LAN. It is noted, however, in the network of FIG. 2(c), that 

not each node is able to communicate directly with every other node, which is the defining 

characteristic of a multi-hop network. For example, the node 222 is able to conmiunicate 

directly with nodes 220 and 224, but not with nodes 226 and 228. Rather, communication 

between the node 222 and the nodes 226 and 228 must "hop" through node 224. This may be 

because, for example in the case of wireless communication among the nodes, the node 222 has 

sufficient commxmicative range to reach nodes 220 and 224, but not nodes 226 and 228. 

Example nodes, as before, include computers, such as that described in the previous section of 

the detailed description, as well as computerized devices, such as cell phones, personal digital 

assistant (PDA) devices, etc.; the invention is not so limited. 

Referring finally to FIG. 3, a diagram of an abstraction of a broadcast environment, such 

as the broadcast environment of FIG. 2(a), or FIG. 2(b), is shown. In the example, there are 

flows 304a, 304b,.. ., 304n, which correspond to the nodes of FIG. 2(a), or 2(b). The link 300 

corresponds to the network of FIG. 2(a), or 2(b) . The abstraction of FIG. 3 is useful because it 

shows that when a node, that is, a flow, wishes to transmit a packet of data over a network, that 

is, a link, the link is commonly shared among all the nodes or flows. Thus, a scheme must be 

put into place such that all the nodes do not attempt to send packets of data at the same time, else 

a collision may occur. As described in the background and summary sections, however, the 

scheme is desirably such that some definition of fairness is achieved as to dividing the 

bandwidth of the link over the various flows that wish to send data packets thereover. 

Method 

In this section of the detailed description, a method for distributed fair scheduling of 

packet transmission among nodes within a network, according to one embodiment of the 

invention, is described. The method described is distributed in that the method achieves fair 

scheduling and Quality of Service (QOS) without having a central management node, or other 

central managing mechanism, coordinating data transmission among the various nodes of the 

network. As described herein, the method is performed on each node of a network that desires 

to send packets, such as of data, over the network, as can be abstracted as a link, as described in 
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• ' In 406, the virtual clock is updated. It is noted that the virtual clock is updated only 

when a packet is transmitted from a node onto the link. Thus, if at time t, a packet is in service, 

then v, (/) is updated to 

v,(/) = max(v,(0,'S) « 

5    where s is the start tag of the packet in service. It is noted that the virtual clock is not updated at 

any other time in one embodiment. 

Once a node / desires to transmit the packet, then in 408, it determines an appropriate 

back-off interval, which is generally defmed as the length of time the node waits until actually 

transmitting the packet onto the link. This interval is denoted as 5,, and is based on the start tag 

10    and the current virtual time Vi(t) in one embodiment. Specifically, 

^.•= h*(5Nv,(0)] 

where    the Backoff_Multiplier is a constant in one embodiment. 

It is noted that because of the manner in which the start tags and the virtual clock are 

determined, 5, is non-negative. However, if the start tag and the virtual clock are identical, Bi 

15    may become equal to zero. To avoid this, in one embodiment, Bi is further modified as 

B^^B^^X, 

where A" is uniformly distributed in [1, /?] where >0, the BackqffiWindow is a positive integer. 

This further reduces the probability of back-off intervals of two nodes counting down to zero at 

the same time. , In 408 as well the back-off counter is reset to zero after this step is performed,. 

20 The node then starts counting from the back-off interval to a predetemiined transmission 

time, such as zero, in 410; that is, the node does not actually send the packet until the 

predetermined transmission time is reached in 410, as counted down firom the back-off interval. 

Thus, in 412, the node has counted down from the back-off interval to the predetermined 

transmission time, and therefore transmits the packet over the network or link. At this time, the 

25    node also tags the packet with a finish tag, as determined as has been described. 

In 414, it listens to determine whether another node has sent a packet at exactly the same 

time, such that a collision resulted. If not, then the method is done in 416. It is noted that in this 

case, when another packet needs transmission via the method of FIG. 4, that the virtual clock 

will not be reset in 402, since it is only reset once. However, if a collision has resulted, then a 

30    new back-off interval (5,) must be determined, and the packet ultimately resent. Thus, the 

method goes back to 408. However, in this iteration of408, the back-off counter is increased by 

9 
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